The Resurrection, More Evidences

Death, Resurrection & Deity

We have already established an evidential basis for defending the truth of the resurrection.  We determined that nearly all Biblical scholars are in general agreement about 12 historical facts surrounding the resurrection story of Jesus.

We determined that naturalistic explanations have failed, and that Biblical explanations are the only explanations that make historical, logical or psychological sense.

In the book resurrection author Hank Hanegraaff identifies 4 points that are the essence of our evidence for the resurrection.

1. Fatal Torment – Christ was really dead

2. Empty Tomb – The body is gone

3. Appearances of Christ – There were many witnesses and evidences of a living Christ

4. Transformation of Apostles – A true before/after makeover, scared to bold actions

While the opponents have withdrawn from most of the naturalistic arguments, they are not willing to depart the field as a losing team.  Today we are seeing the last argument take new life.  This objection is the hallucination theory.

Hallucinations are defined as:

1. False sense perception - the perception of somebody or something that is not really there, often as a symptom of a psychiatric disorder or as a response to certain drugs.

2. Something imagined - something that somebody imagines seeing, hearing, or otherwise sensing when it is not present or actually occurring at the time.
Hallucinations are usually private events that are believed so strongly that the person invents the image.  They are subjective and have no objective referent.

Note that an illusion is a misinterpretation of an objective fact, not making up an objective fact.

Hallucinations have been widely studied.  They are caused by psychiatric problems, medicine and bodily deprivation.  What reasons do we have to reject the assertion that the resurrection of Jesus was just a mass hallucination?

1. Hallucinations are not contagious – The group appearances of the risen Christ would not lead to mass hallucination.

2. The apostles were not in the right “frame of mind” to have hallucinations.  They believed that they had just wasted 3 years of their lives, and were in a down mood.  Hallucinations are usually high points.

3. There is too much unity in the reports

a. Hallucinations are personality related, therefore they are extremely variable

b. Occurrences of hallucinations are identified with their very varied locations and events

4. An empty tomb is not a hallucination

5. Transformation with no recantation is very rare

a. During the last week of navy seals training, commonly called “hell week”, hallucinations are common.  Common hallucinations include porpoises, trains and octopi.  These hallucinations are the result of extreme physical exertion, sleep deprivation and mental strain.

b. All of the navy seals change their mind after the training is over.

i. “My buddies didn’t see it.”

ii. “Those things don’t happen.”

6. James, the ½ brother of Christ, is an unlikely candidate for hallucination.  He doesn’t believe.

7. Paul, effectively a Ph.D. and a Jewish persecutor becomes a convert as the result of a “vision”

8. At least several days separate the supposed hallucinations. 

Since the hallucination theory is so unlikely, with no credible support, what alternatives do critics offer now?  The number one response is an a priori rejection.  This means without any reasons at all, the critic assumes the resurrection to be false.

Having completed our discussions on the philosophical issues surrounding the resurrection of Christ, we will now turn our attention to the claims made by Christ and the Apostles.  Remember that we have previously explored the issue of Scriptural validity, and have shown the Scriptures to be reliable as historical documents.  Building on the previous lessons we will now examine what claims are made in the Scripture itself.

What Proof Did Christ Give For His Deity?

When Christ was asked for a sign that He was who He claimed to be, the answer that He gave was:  

The Resurrection 

Matthew 12:38-40

To evil unbelieving adulterous people who asked for a sign, only one was given

Matthew 16:1-4

Wicked and adulterous hypocrites asked for a sign.  Only one was promised.

These are those men who professed to live a good life, a moral life, and a “church” life.  All of them had missed the point.  Others received many signs and explanations.  These received only one as a response to their request.

It is important to note that a practical application for our church, and those churches that believe like our church, is that the centrality of the preaching of the resurrection of Christ should be considered normative.

All of us should be experts on the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  If there is only one thing that you learn from this series of apologetic classes it should be that internal and external evidence proves the truth of the resurrection of Jesus Christ beyond any reasonable doubt.

What Was Paul’s Chief Method of Evangelism?
Paul went and reasoned with unbelievers (Jews and gentiles), using the Scriptures as part “A” of his argument.  His chief evidence (part “B”) was that Christ was resurrected.

Acts 17:1-4

A. Prophecy accurately described the events that Christ fulfilled

B. The resurrection, known by the audience to be true, was the proof of the accuracy of the prophecies, and the Messiahship of Christ.

What was Peter’s Chief Method of Evangelism?
Peter appeals to miracles, wonders and signs seen by his audience.  Then he recalls the death and resurrection of Christ.  Then Peter tells them what response they should make.

Acts 2:22-39

A. Prophecy accurately describes events

B. Witnesses have seen Christ perform miracles, wonders and signs which give evidence to who He is.

C. He was dead, and now is not dead

D. Prophecy accurately speaks of this resurrection (Ps 16:10)

E. Respond correctly

a. Repent

b. Be baptized

c. Live the life

i. Continue in the Apostle’s doctrine

ii. Continue in fellowship

iii. Continue taking communion

iv. Continue praying, alone and corporately

The Resurrection is the Center of Practice and Doctrine

Practice

1 Corinthians is directed towards the practice of the church and individual.  In 1 Corinthians 15:58 “Therefore, by beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” We find a description of the action we are to do, and the character traits that are involved.

When we look at the beginning “therefore” we look back to find the reason for Paul’s exhortation to the practice of Christian living.  We find the reasons beginning in 1st verse of this chapter.

A. Declaration of the Gospel

a. Christ died for your sins

b. He was buried and rose again the third day

c. He was seen by witnesses

d. He was seen by more witnesses

e. The Scriptures say so

B. If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not alive

C. He was resurrected, so we can be too

D. Death, our last enemy, will be destroyed

a. Proved because Christ was resurrected, beat death

E. We’re going to get a great body, have a final victory

How do we know these things will occur?  Because of the resurrection of Christ we should think this way:


Stand fast, do God’s work, know that the end is profitable

Doctrine

The book of Romans is considered to be a great doctrinal book.  The introduction is instructive to us.  Why can Paul be doctrinally dogmatic?  The resurrection.

Romans 1:1-4

A. Prophesy fulfilled

B. Jesus Son of God

a. Prophesied son of David

b. God/Man

c. Proven God by resurrection from death

Witnesses

Between 518 and 641 people are recorded to have seen the risen Christ. 
Mary Magdalene—John 20:14, Mark 16:9
Women returning from the tomb—Matthew 28:9-10

Peter—Luke 24:34, 1 Corinthians 15:5

Two disciples (not the 11 Apostles) on the road to Emmaus—Luke 24:13:33

Ten Apostles without Thomas—Luke 24:36-43, John 20:19-24

Eleven Apostles with Thomas present—John 20:26-29

Seven disciples by the Lake of Tiberias—John 21:1-23

A multitude of more than 500 on a Gallilean mountain—1 Corinthians 15:6

James—1 Corinthians 15:7

The eleven Apostles—Matthew 28:16-20

120 (?) at the Ascension—Acts 1:3-12

Paul—Acts 9:3-6, 1 Corinthians 15:8

Stephen—Acts 7:55

Paul in the temple—Acts 22:17-21, 23:11

John on the Isle of Patmos—Revelation 1:10-19

